
 
January 27, 2019 

The Sermon – Fr Lee Schaefer:  “Going Home!” 
Introduction:   Phillip Brooks, the great Episcopal preacher of the 19th 
century, has been quoted as responding, when asked before he was to 
preach before the Queen Victoria of England at Westminster Abbey, if 
he was nervous.  He stated he was not; having preached in his mother’s 
presence this would not be as difficult!  As I think of Jesus going home 
to Nazareth I think of Phillip Brooks and wonder if Jesus was nervous 
and concerned what his neighbors, friends who he grew up with, and 
even his own relatives might think.   
 

I)  Luke, after telling us of both John’s and Jesus’ births being foretold 
and the miraculous way in which Jesus was born, brought to the temple 
and then as a young child taught the elders in Jerusalem.  Jesus has just 
been baptized by John, gone into the wilderness and tempted by Satan, 
and now has gone into the countryside and is preaching to the people.  
Now Jesus comes to his own town and is invited to read scripture and 
then expound upon it.   
 

II)  Jesus chooses to read from the prophet Isaiah.  Normally a passage 
from the Torah or the first five books of the Law were read every 
Sabbath, much like we read a passage from the Gospel every Sunday.  It 
is interesting to note that Jesus is stated to have read a portion of Isaiah 
61: 1 -2 and Isaiah 58:6, in that order.  Personally I find this interesting - 
why would someone read just a bit of this and that, and going from one 
backwards to the other? 
 

III)  What is even more important is that Jesus states that God’s Spirit is 
upon him.  Certainly after his experience at his own baptism he was 
aware of God’s Spirit being intimately connected with what he was going 
to do.  He also uses the important word ‘anointed,’ a word associated 
with prophets, priests and kings.  Just what does this say about who 
Jesus is and, more importantly, how he understands who he is.  He tells 
the people he is going to preach the good news (gospel) to those who 
are prisoners, blind, and downtrodden and proclaim, perhaps to all, the 
year of the Lord’s favor.  As he sits down to teach we are told that he 
has everyone’s attention.  What do you think he will preach to the 
congregation based on the text he chose to quote?  Are we too called to 
preach this to those around us?  If we are, how do we do this – do we 
tell people that they are somehow free?  Or are we expected to do 
something more? 

 
 
 
 
We pray for Michael Curry, our Presiding Bishop; Jennifer, our Bishop; 
Lee our Rector, David our Associate Pastor, The Rt. Rev. Mauricio 
Andrade, Bishop of Brasilia, and the people and Diocese of Haiti and St. 
Andre’s in Mithon-- and in our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer –Peace 
Church, Rockport, Ms. Sandy Kincaid, Senior Warden. 
Please Pray for: Linda Bernabie, Richard Bullock, Sabra Graves, Lee 
Ann Gray, Brenda Riley, Mike Terry, Bart Webb, Mike Wyatt. 
 

Give to the departed eternal rest. 
 

And for those in the military, we pray for:  Nahum Cook, Michael 
Detamore, David Fowler, Tommy Harris, Pam Knowlton, Ken 
Morrison, Nancy Pate, Michael Touponce, and Heidi Tuley. 

 

We pray for those celebrating birthdays:  Nancy May, Zoe Fischesser, 
Elliott Dutchess, Sharon Cook, Gail Geisler, Betsy Jaragosky. 
 

We pray for those celebrating anniversaries. 
 

The Flowers are donated by:  Cynthia Kenworthy, in celebration of 
her son-in-law, Larry Kempser’s, 50th birthday. 

 

Concluding Collect:   Lord Jesus, may your light shine upon our way, 
as once it guided the steps of the magi: that we too may be led into your 
presence and worship you, the Child of Mary, the Word of the Father, 
the King of nations, the Savior of mankind; to whom be glory forever.  
Amen. 

Frank Colquhoun 

 


